FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

the R F G. fighter aces, said that he was quite happy at 20,000 feet
Stoat oxygen and that'he never wore either flying cap or
Aggies. Holver, in all these matters we had to cater for the
LeLe pilot, and so all new fighters were fitted to carry oxygen
cylinders and suitable masks were designed for the purpose.

At Felixstowe the development of the flying-boat had gone
ahead rapidly and the new F.3 type was carrying a crew of four
five Lewis guns, four 23o-pound bombs, petrol for 6* hours, with
a maximum speed of 75 knots at 10,000 feet. It was with a machine
of this type that two or three successful attacks were made on
Zeppelins off the Dutch coast. A special lighter was designed for
towing at speed astern of a destroyer, which took the hull of the
flying-boat, leaving the wings to project over each side, but with
any beam wind it was not very successful. The idea was, of course,
to tow the flying-boat over towards the Dutch coast during the
night, slip her at dawn to take off and patrol for any Zeppelin
which might be out on North Sea reconnaissance. Another type
of lighter with a flush deck carried a fighter which was also^towed
by a destroyer to the hunting ground during the night. In this case,
however, the machine actually lifted straight off the lighter when
towed at thirty knots into wind. This was a tricky method of release,
and was first tried by Samson and later by another pilot, but
it was not a method -which came into general use.

A pilot, Reggie Leslie, who had been with me at Dunkirk and
who was now doing ferry work, asked me if he could go and fly
one of the small single-engined flying-boats at Calshot, to which
I readily agreed. On his return he told me that he had enjoyed his
flight over the Solent very much but that he had made the mistake
of going too close to Gosport aerodrome, which was now the home
of Smith Barry's Flying Instructors5 school. Gosport taught a com-
pletely new technique of aerobatics as well as cross wind take-offs,
and all sorts of liberties were taken with the Avro trainers they had
for the purpose. Leslie went on to .describe how the Gosport boys
all flocked into the air and formed a solid phalanx between him
and the sea. He was driven further and further away inland until,
eventually, he pulled down the sun blinds in his enclosed type
flying-boat and steered due south for fifteen minutes by instru-
ments, finally coining out safe over Spithead. He heard later from
Gbsporthow he had missed half a dozen collisions by inches. The
Gosport boys were not always very kind to seaplanes that came
their way, but the revolutionary system taught at that school was
largdy fopoimble for the success of fighter pilots in 1917 and 1918,
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